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Create a Remote Field .

1 Introduction

This document describes the remote fields in the 5900 and 7900 printers.

You need a User Level C password to perform all the tasks that are described in this
document.

1.1 Health and Safety

Make sure that you read and understand the Health and Safety information in the “Safety’
section of the Linx 5900 & 7900 Quick Start Guide.

Page 2 of 12 FA69351-2 English
Jun 2013



Create a Remote Field .

oy

2 About remote fields

A remote field in a message reserves an area that you can use for data that is downloaded
from a remote computer. A single message can have more than one remote field, and you
can use the remote field data in more than one message.

NOTE: You can use a maximum of 32 buffered remote fields.

2.1 Data transmission

The printer cannot receive remote data unless an enabled remote protocol is in use. This
protocol can be either of the following:
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e Remote Communications Interface (RCI), which is a standard feature on the 5900 and
7900 printers (you do not need a configuration code). Use this protocol for buffered
remote fields. Refer to the Linx Remote Communications Interface Reference Manual
(MP65969) for more information about the RCI protocol.

¢ QuickSwitch. To use QuickSwitch, you must configure the printer correctly.
QuickSwitch is a standard feature on the 7900 printer and an option on the 5900 printer
(that is, you need a configuration code).

NOTE: If you use both the Linx 6200 printer and the Linx 5900 or 7900 printer, remember
that the remote fields in these printers are different. The buffered remote fields in the
5900 and 7900 printers are like the remote fields in the 6200 printer. For
compatibility, use the RCI protocol with a buffered remote field. If you use only the
5900 or 7900 printer, use QuickSwitch with a remote field. QuickSwitch gives you a
simple method for the connection of an external data source like a bar code reader.

2.2 Create a remote field

The following example shows how you create a remote field. You use the same method to
create a buffered remote field, but some page titles are different.

1 At the Print Monitor page, select Message Store > New to display the Message
Editor page with a new, blank message.
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Cursar Pasition 1,1
Zoom 200%
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hdessage Length: 0.0 mim
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Figure 1. Message Editor page
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2 Press the Other Fields key to display the Insert Other Fields page.
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Shift Code

Encoded Field

Figure 2. Insert Other Fields page
NOTE: Not all the fields shown in Figure 2 are available on the 5900 printer.

3 Select the Remote Field option to display the Insert Remote Field page.
79032

je Editor | Insert Remote Field

hodardrmum Mumber of Charactars
~ 5
Auto Feload =
<A ]
Ciptions o N

E:xit

|
Figure 3. Insert Remote Field page

The options on this page are described in the next section. The default settings are
used in this example.

NOTE: You cannot use the default name in Figure 3 for a buffered remote field (see
‘Field Name’ on page 6).
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Create a Remote Field

Press the Exit key to accept the default settings and return to the Message Editor
page.

69341
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Cursar Position 61,1
coom 200%

Field Selected: Mone

hdessage Font: Standard FH 9 x1
hiessage Twpe: 24 Linear Cuality
hdessage Length: 20.8 mim
hdessage Rasters d9rasters

Figure 4. Message Editor page with remote field

NOTE: The Message Editer page shows a grey box to indicate the size of the field.
The field is blank in the printed message and in the Print Monitor page
unless the field contains some data. When the field contains some data, the
Print Monitor page shows the data in the remote field.

The size of the rectangle in Figure 4 depends on the value you entered in the
Maximum Number of Characters option.

Page 5 of 12 FA69351-2 English
Jun 2013



O
O
o
NN
o
O
)
o
LO)

pad
=
and|

Create a Remote Field .

2.3 Edit the field

You use the same method to edit a remote field or a buffered remote field, but some page
titles are different.

At the Message Editor page, select the field to see the edit options.
60343

vy

ditar | (e

Cursar Position #71,1
Zoom 200%

|Field Selected: Remote Field

| IFieId Font: Standard FH9

Figure 5. Remote field selected

To delete the field, press the Delete key. To remove the highlight, press the Exit key.
Select the Edit option to display the Edit Remote Field page.

ye Editor | Edit Remote Figld

Aﬁuz Feload

Ciptions

I

Figure 6. Edit Remote Fieid page

The Edit Buffered Remote Field page has the same options. The options are described
below.

2.3.1 Field Name

Use this option to set the name of the field. The remote computer uses this name to identify
the destination field for the data.

Buffered remote field

You must use the correct format when you enter the name —use “RCI RemoteField1”, “RCI
RemoteField2”, “RCI RemoteField3”,...
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2.3.2 Miaximum Number of Characters

Use this option to set the maximum number of characters that the remote computer can
download into this field. The printer uses this value to calculate the space that is needed in
the message.

2.3.3 Auto Reload

If this option is set to to Yes, when you power down the printer any data entered in the
remote field is saved. The data in the field is loaded again when you power up the printer. If
this option is set to No, data entered in the remote field is not saved when you power down
the printer.

2.3.4 Ogptions

Select this option to display the Options page for the remote field.
69032

Font Size

Eold

Megative Image

Orientation

Figure 7. Options page

This page is like the Options page for other field types. The Options page is described in
the Linx 5900 & 7900 Quick Start Guide.
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3 Remote Fields Editor

The Remote Fields Editor allows you to use the keyboard to edit the contents of any remote
fields in the current message. (You cannot use this feature with a buffered remote field.) This
feature is an additional option in the Print Settings page.
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i int kdonitor | Print Settings s |
Lack AspectEatio ]
N fes
Frint Caount C
I
hiessage Orientation
~( Mormal
Feset Alrnﬁne_ssage Sequences
| Tatal Print Count
| ]
m F.eimote Fields Editar
|

Figure 8. Print Setting page: Remote Fields Editor option

The option is not displayed if the current message does not contain any remote fields.

3.1 Remote Fields Editor page

Figure 9 shows the Remote Fields Editor page. The page shows a list of the Remote fields
that are in the message and the current contents of each field. In Figure 9 the message
contains two remote fields. Field1 contains the three characters ‘AAA’ and Field2 contains
the three characters ‘XYZ'.

69406
ote it w |
Femote Fields Editar o

Marme Walle J |
. |

Field2 HYE

Figure 9. Remote Field Editor page
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3.1.1 Edit the field

Highlight a field and press the Edit key to edit the field contents. The printer displays the
Remote Field Edit page with the name of the field at the top.

erpatEField Edit | Field1
Enter retmote field walue.

M'
—|

Figure 10. Remote Field Edit page

You can enter some characters in the box to replace the contents of the field. For example,
you can enter the text “ABC” as shown below. The number of characters cannot be greater
than the field length. (The field length was set when the field was created in the Message
Editor page.)
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Fermote Field Edit | Field1 ,
Enter rermate ficld walue,

Jec] |

Figure 11. Remote Field Edit page with new data
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Create a Remote Field

Press the OK key to return to the Remote Fields Editor page. The Remote Fields Editor
page shows the new data, but the field is not updated at this time.

69409
Print kdanitgr MER2mote Fields Editar |;|
Femote Fields Editar
Marne Walue |
Field2 HYE

Detault Field

Figure 12. Remote Fields Editor page with new data
Do one of the following:

e Press the Apply key. The printer updates the field and disables the Apply key as shown

below.
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Print kdonitor | Rermote Fields Editor
Femote Fields Editar
[arme Walue
Field2 HYE

|
|
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Figure 13. Remote Fields Editor page
e Press the OK key. The printer updates the field and returns to the Print Settings page.

e Press the Cancel key. The printer does not update the field. The new data is discarded
and the printer returns to the Print Settings page.
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oa At the Print Settings page, press the Exit key to return to the Print Monitor page. The page
shows the updated field data.
(-) 69024
) Print Moritgr & o
o ~Zurrent hdessage i
m l&l E I::.h.ﬂessagm i |
X
-
C— Print Couint 0
1 —Printer Status ——
IDLE |
| Solvent OK, DO NOT REFILL |
| Ik OK, DOMOT REFILL |
| |

Figure i4. Print Monitor page

3.1.2 Default key

If the current message contains one remote field, you can use a keyboard shortcut to edit
this field at the Print Monitor page. At the Print Monitor page, press the [alt] key and the
[R] key together to edit the field.

Fermote Field Edit | Field1
Enter rermate field walue,

166 =
| |

\J
Culll

Figure 15. Remote Field Edit page

Enter the required data then press the OK key to return to the Print Monitor page. The
page shows the new data that you entered into the field.
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If the current message contains more than one remote field, you must tell the printer which
tield is edited when you use the keyboard shortcut. To set the required field, highlight the
field in the Remote Fields Editor page and press the Default key. The printer puts an
asterisk before the field name as shown below.

69468
‘ringhdoriitor | Reermate Fields Editor & Ti
Rermote Fields Editor
Marme alue

Field1 AAA

* Field?

Figure 16. Remote Fields Editor page: default field

The highlighted field becomes the default field. At the Print Monitor page, you can use the
keyboard shortcut to edit this field.

NOTE: You can use the name of the default field for a remote field in another message. If
you select that message as the current message, you can use the keyboard shortcut
to edit the field.

The printer can store a number of messages that have remote fields, but you cannot define
more than one default field in the printer. When you define a new default field, the printer
removes any previous default assignment.
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